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   J E R S E Y  C I T Y  

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O M M I S S I O N  

B Y - L A W S  G O V E R N I N G  I N T E R N A L  A F F A I R S  

 
November 16, 2011 

    

Establishment – Purpose  

Pursuant to N.J.S.  A.  40:56A-I et  seq.,  an Environmental  Commission was formed in the City of 

Jersey City,  in Hudson County,  for  the protection,  development or use of  natural  resources, 

inc luding water resources within the terr i toria l  l imits of  the City.  The environmental  commission 

shal l  have power to conduct research into the use and possible use of  the open land areas of  the 

munic ipal ity and may coordinate the act ivi t ies of unoff ic ia l  bodies organized for s imi lar  purposes, 

and may advert ise,  prepare,  pr int  and distr ibute books,  maps,  charts,  plans and pamphlets which in 

i ts judgment i t  deems necessary for i ts purposes. I t shal l keep an index of  al l  open areas,  public ly 

or pr ivately owned, including open marshland,  swamps and other wet lands,  in order to obtain 

informat ion on the proper use of  such areas, and may from t ime to t ime recommend to the 

planning board and ci ty counc i l  p lans and programs for inc lusion in a munic ipal  master plan and 

the development and use of such areas. 

 

Rule 1.1 —Membership. Terms 

1.1-1 The Environmental Commission shal l  consist  of  seven (7) members appointed by the Mayor, 

one (I)  of  whom shal l  be a member of  the Planning Board and al l  of  whom shal l  be residents of  the 

City of  Jersey City.   Best ef forts shal l  be made to have each Ward of  the City represented by at 

least one (1) member.   Best ef forts shal l  a lso be made to appoint at least three (3) members who 

are professional  environmental  sc ientists,  geologists,  engineers,  tox ico logists,  botanists,  or  other 

environmental  specia l ists.  The members shal l  serve without compensat ion.   The Mayor shal l 

designate one (1) of  the members to serve as Chairperson and presiding off icer of  the Commission. 

Ini t ial ly,  three (3) Commissioners shal l  be appointed for a one-year term, two (2) Commissioners 

for two-year terms, and two (2) Commissioners for three year terms. Thereafter members 

shal l  serve for terms of  three (3) years or unti l  a successor is appointed and qual if ied. 

 

1.1-2 The Mayor may remove any member of  the Commission for cause,  on wri tten charges served 

upon the member and after a hear ing thereon at which the member shal l  be ent i t led to be heard in 

person or by counsel. 
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1.1-3 A vacancy on the Commission occurr ing other than by expirat ion of  a term shal l  be f i l led for 

the unexpired term in the same manner as the original  appointment. 

1.1-4  The Mayor shal l  appoint two (2) a l ternate members.  Al ternate members shal l  be designated 

at the t ime of  appointment as 'A l ternate #1” and “Alternate #2”.   The terms of  the al ternate  

members shal l  be for two (2) years except that the terms of  the alternate members f i rst  appointed 

shal l  be for Iwo (2) years for a lternate #1, and one (1) year for a l ternate #2.  A vacancy occurring 

other than by the expirat ion of  a term shal l  be f i l led by the Mayor for the unexpired term. 

1.1-5  An al ternate member may part ic ipate in discussions of  the proceedings, but may not vote 

except in the absence or disqual i f icat ion of  a regular Commissioner.   A vote shal l  not be delayed in 

order that a regular member may vote instead of  an al ternate member.   In the event that a choice 

must be made as to which alternate member is to vote,  A lternate #1 shal l vote f irst. 

1.1-6  An al ternate member may,  af ter public hear ing i f  one is requested,  be removed from off ice 

by the Mayor for cause. 

1.1-7  No Commissioner or al ternate member shal l  be permitted to act on any matter e i ther 

directly or indirectly,  in which he/she has any personal  or f inancia l  interest . 

1.1-8  Any alternate member who has been designated to serve in place of an absent or 

disqual if ied regular member shal l ,  dur ing the per iod or h is/her service,  enjoy al l  of  the dut ies 

pertain ing to a regular member,  but no alternate shal l  be el igible to serve as v ice-chairperson of 

the Environmental  Commission. 

1.1-9  Associate members may be appointed by the Mayor to assist the Environmental  Commission 

with their  dut ies.  Assoc iate members may take part  in discussions before the Commission but have 

no vot ing r ights.   An assoc iate member may be removed by the Mayor,  for  cause. 

1.1-10 The annual reorganization meet ing shal l  be the regularly scheduled meet ing of  the 

Environmental  Commission dur ing the month of  May each year,  the anniversary of  i ts formation.  At 

that meet ing the Commission shal l  appoint a V ice-Chairperson from the regular membership for 

terms of  one (I)  year.  A munic ipal  employee from the Department of Planning shal l  serve as 

Secretary and be appointed by the Mayor, and shal l  be remunerated by the City. The Secretary 

shal l  serve a term of  one (I)  year or unti l  a successor has been appointed.  Regular meeting dates 

and t imes shal l  be establ ished at the beginning of  the calendar year and be properly not iced in 

compl iance with the NJ Open Public  Meet ings Act. 
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1.2 — Powers and Duties 

1.2-1  The Chairperson shal l  preside at a l l  meetings of  the Commission,  dec ide al l  po ints of  order 

and matters of  procedure governing said meeting and perform al l  duties  normal ly pertain ing to the 

off ice of  Chairperson as set forth in “Roberts Rules of  Order" or the Commission. 

1.2-2   The Chairperson,  at  his/her discret ion,  shal l  appoint standing sub-committees to aid the 

dut ies of  the commission.   Said sub-committees shal l  not exceed three regular members,  and may 

inc lude al ternate and assoc iate members.  Standing sub-committees shal l  consist of,  but not be 

l imited to the fo l lowing; 

a.    Regulatory Review – To review exist ing and proposed new ordinances,  and propose 

new ordinances for approval  by the City Counc i l.   To review and comment on other 

proposed and pending regulatory act ions that may impact the Environmental  Resources of 

the City. 

b. Public Outreach — to propose,  advert ise and administer public  service projects such 

as:  a recycl ing programs, home energy audits,  park c lean-ups,  and Earth Day celebrat ions.   

To provide publ ic  informat ion on environmental  in i t iat ives. 

c.    S i te Plan Review — to review Environmental  considerat ions on plans provided by the 

Planning Board regarding proposed development projects and make recommendat ions to 

that board during the appl ication per iod. 

d. Environmental  Resource Inventory – to prepare, maintain and update an 

environmental  resource inventory,  and research ongoing issues regarding water resources 

and land preservat ion needs,  as well  as other natural resources,   and report  f indings and 

recommendations. 

1.2-3 The Vice-Chairperson shal l ,  in  the absence of  the Chairperson, assume the responsibi l i t ies 

of  the Chairperson and conduct the meet ings and perform the duties as stated in 1.2-1 

1.2-4  The Secretary shal l,  under the direct ion of  the Chairperson 

a. Take and record attendance at al l  regular and spec ial  meet ings of  the Commission 

b. Take and record al l  mot ions,  seconds and rol l  cal l  votes not ing yea or nay of  each 

member with Chairperson being cal led on last. 

c. Take and record the minutes of  al l  regular and spec ial  meet ings of  the Commission 

and cause same to be del ivered,  in draft  form, to each member by mail or  e lectronical ly, 

within f if teen (15) days af ter each meeting.   

d. Incorporate any addit ions and/or correct ions made to the minutes by the 

Commission members for approval  as the Off ic ia l  Minutes.  The Off ic ia l Minutes shal l  be 

distr ibuted to the Commission. 
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e.     Handle/  direct  a l l  of f ic ia l correspondence, compile the required records, keep 

and maintain in order the necessary f i les and indexes with respect to the operat ion of  the 

Commission,  give al l  notices of  meet ings as required by the NJ Open Publ ic  Meeting Act or 

any other appl icable law or ordinance. 

f .  Have custody and take care of a l l  records,  documents, maps, plans and papers of 

the Commission and provide care and custody of  i tems for which no provis ion is made.  

Make al l  documents,  as pertains to the business of  each meet ing avai lable to the 

Chairperson,  or appropriate sub-committee chairperson pr ior  to each meet ing as needed. 

g. Keep track of  membership terms and expirat ion dates and veri fy this informat ion 

with the City Clerk annual ly. 

1.2-6  The Environmental  Commission shal l ,  with in the confines of  required funding,  have the 

power to conduct research into the use and possible use of  open land areas in Jersey City and may 

coordinate the act ivi t ies of  unoff ic ial  bodies organized for s imilar purposes,  and prepare, pr int,  

advert ise and distr ibute books,  maps,  charts,  plans and pamphlets which in its judgment i t  deems 

necessary for i ts purpose.   It  shal l keep an index of  a l l  open areas,  publ ic ly or pr ivately owned, 

inc luding open marshland,  swamps or other wet lands,  in order to obtain informat ion on the proper 

use of such areas,  and may from time to t ime recommend to the Planning Board certa in sustainable 

programs or environmental  ini t iat ives for inc lusion in a munic ipal  master plan and the development 

and use of  such areas. 

1.2-8  The Environmental  Commission may,  subject to the approval  of  the City Counci l,  acquire 

property,  both real  and personal,  in the name of the munic ipal ity by gif t,  purchase,  grant,  bequest, 

device or lease for any of  i ts purposes and shal l  administer the same for such purposes subject to 

the terms of  the conveyance of  gif t.  Such an acquis it ion may be to acquire the fee or and lesser 

interest, development r ight,  easement ( including a conservat ion easement) , covenant or 

contractual  r ight ( including a conveyance on condit ions or with l imitat ions or revis ions) , as may be 

necessary to acquire,  maintain,  improve,  protect ,  l imit  the future use of,  or  otherwise conserve and 

proper ly uti l ize open spaces and other land and water areas in Jersey City. 

1.3 - Records and Annual Report 

1 3-1  The Environmental  Commission shal l  keep records of  i ts meet ings and activ it ies and shal l 

make an annual report  to the City Counc i l .  

1.4 - Appropriation of Funds 

1.4-1  The City Counci l  may appropr iate funds for the expenses incurred by the Environmental 

Commission.  The Commission may appoint such c lerks and other employees as i t  may from time to 

t ime require and as shal l  be within the l imits of  funds appropr iated to i t.   The Commission may 

submit resolut ions to City Counci l  request ing that the City pursue grant funding for var ious 
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environmental  studies,  inventories,  in it iat ives,  publ ic  outreach or as descr ibed by the grant.  

1.5 Powers of Commission 

1.5-1   The Environmental Commission shal l  have the power to study and make recommendat ions 

concerning open space preservat ion, water  resources management,  air  pol lut ion control ,  sol id 

waste management,  no ise contro l,  so i l  and landscape protection,  environmental  appearance, 

mar ine resources and protect ion of  f lora and fauna. 

1.6 - Attendance 

1.6-I Members shal l  be in attendance at a l l  meet ing of  the Environmental  Commission.  In the 

event that a member wil l  not be able to attend said meeting,  he/she shal l  contact the Chairperson 

or Secretary at least two (2) hours prior  to said meet ing. 

1.6-2  The unexcused absence of a member from two (2) consecutive meet ings or four (4) total 

within a calendar year may const itute removal of  such member f rom the Environmental  Commission 

with just  cause by the Mayor. 

1.7 - Meetings 

1.7-1 Regular meet ings of  the Environmental  Commission shal l  be held in the place and at the 

t ime and day designated at the annual reorganizat ion meet ing.   The Commission wi l l  hold an 

annual reorganizat ion meet ing at the regular ly scheduled May meeting of the Commission. If  a 

regular meeting fa l ls on a legal  ho l iday,  the meet ing shal l  be held on such other date as the 

Commission may select at  the annual reorganizat ion meet ing. The Commission shal l  a lso f ix the 

date of  the fo l lowing year 's reorganizat ion meet ing. 

1.7-2 At al l  meet ings of the Commission,  a quorum for conducting any business shal l  consist  of 

four (4) regular or a l ternate members.  In the absence of  a quorum, the members present may 

adjourn the meet ing to another date. If  such other date is not a regular ly scheduled meet ing 

proper not ices must be sent and posted in compl iance with the Open Publ ic  Meet ings Act. 

1.7-3  Public  part ic ipat ion shal l be l imited to f ive minutes per person unless otherwise stated by 

the Chairman. 

1.7-3   The order of  business at a l l  meetings of  the Commission shal l  be as fol lows:  

Cal l  meeting to order 

F lag salute 

Sunshine Law Announcement 

Rol l cal l  /  designate  a l ternates 

Approval of  minutes from previous meet ing 

Unf in ished business 
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Sub-Committee reports 

New Business 

Commissioner comments 

Public comments 

Adjournment 

Execut ive Session ( if  needed) 

1.8 — Amendments to By-Laws 

1.8-1 Any amendments to these By-Laws shal l  be made in the fo l lowing order: 

a. Amendments brought before the Commission for discussion and tabled for one (I)  

month. 

b.        At the fol lowing meet ing,  the amendments discussed at the previous meeting shal l 

be voted on far approval.  Approved amendments shal l  be voted aff irmat ive by a quorum of 

regular members of  the Environmental  Commission present 

 

By-Laws Adopted at Meeting November 16,  2011 


